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Toc H is a Movement of people who seek 
to build friendships, and offer service, 
across the barriers that usually divide us 
from one another. The basic unit is the 
group — at best a good cross-section of 
the local neighbourhood — which meets 
together regularly, and seeks to serve the 
community around it. Toc H was 
founded in 1915 by the Rev P B ‘Tubby’ 
Clayton, and since then has been 
providing opportunities for people to test 
the Christian way by practical experiment. 


All members pledge themselves to try: 

1. To welcome all in friendship and 
lessen by habit of thought, word and 
deed the prejudices which separate people. 
2. To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions while 
listening with respect to the views of 
others. 

4. To acknowledge the spiritual nature 
of man and to test the Christian way by 


trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas about 
Toc H and about the world as well as a 
record of Toc H service. Its title derives 
from the third of these Four Points. 


Cover picture 
Mike Tierney sweeping Suzanne Acres off 
her feet at last year’s Cuffley playscheme. 


Photo:North London & Herts Newspaper 
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Guest Editorial 


INDUSTRIAL MISSION 


This month we have a Guest Editorial from Mostyn Davies, who is the Bishop of 
Peterborough’s Chaplain for Industry. 

h year of industrial ministry isn’t a bad 
ning. It’s a good historical moment too 


such major changes taking place in the 


Going into my 50th year of life and m 
ines sit down and reflect on what is happe: 


because the last couple of decades have seen 
world of work and now, alas, unemployment. 


nd of golden age when the summers seemed longer 
f and economic growth was so fast, people were 
d run out of resources, or poison itself to death 


Twenty years ago, the 60s were a ki 
Unemployment hadn’t been heard o 
seriously arguing that the world woul ' i 
by the year 2,000 (which, of course, it may still do!). 


But I'm writing this in pre-election 1987. The Chancellor, Mr Nigel Lawson, is radiant 
with optimism and Lord Young positively effervescing with hope for the uncmployed. 
We seem to be right back in Summerland again! And yet, a few weeks ago, I sat witha 
couple of dozen industrial chaplains from right across the Midlands. We were each to 
describe the changes that had taken place in our areas over the last ten or 20 years. It 


was a staggering tale of the collapse of British Industry. 


An example that struck me hard, came from Lincoln. It was a slide showing an empty 
engineering factory holding thousands of tons of unwanted EEC grain that has been 
stored there for three years. This was a double blow. It told the bitterly familiar story 
of the death of British manufacturing industry, and it also foretold the coming crisis in 
modern agriculture. Millions of acres of agricultural land are to be taken out of 
production to reduce the butter, meat and grain mountains of the Common Market. 


More bitter still, was the thought of Bob Geldoff’s gallant efforts. We won’t feed the 
hungry from our plenty, we'll just grow less and leave them to starve. We’ll line our 
old grannies up outside the Sally Ann and give them a free butter ration. . . and sell 
millions of tons to Russia at 6p a pound though it cost us £1 a pound to produce. 


However | look at it, this all seems a crazy way to run a civilized world economy. 
Actually, it isn’t crazy, it’s immoral. What the Lincoln slide didn't show was the 
other mountain, the other crazy surplus of the unwanted, the unemployed. We spend 
billions of pounds worth of public money on subsistence benefits for the unemployed 
and palliative training schemes, and yet to put the same money into improving public 
services, hospitals, schools, roads, railways and so on, is said to be inflationary and 
somehow economically irresponsible! It’s a logic that defeats and depresses me. 
Leaving grain wasted and unused is bad enough but leaving human beings in the same 
condition is political and economic madness. 


This isn’t a party political broadcast I’m trying to make. It seems to me that the 
trends, which can no longer be ignored, can be traced back across a number of 
governments of differing hues. But I am not, I recognise, being politically neutral in 
what I’m saying. Nor was The Archbishops’ Commission on Urban Priority Areas when 
it published a report called ‘Faith in the City’. It reveals a divided nation in which 
many of our inner city areas are in a truly disgraceful state of neglect. This cannot help 
but be some kind of judgement on the politics of the nation. It simply ought not to be 
the case that a well-governed, modern, still very wealthy nation like ours should have 
the human and material wastage in it that we see in so many places. There ought not 
to be growing extremes of wealth and poverty. There ought not to be a growing 


under-class of people dependent on an often humiliating and demoralising benefit 
system. 


These I take to be obvious things for christian people to-be saying in a divided land. 
And Yes: They are political in the sense that politics is about the people and their 
condition ... and in the sense that Christianity is particularly about the poor, the 
dispossessed, the orphaned and the widowed. All of which says, as well as I can say it 
here, what I understand to be central issues for the Churches as they minister to 
Actually, it goes further than this in ways which I think Toc H members will under- 
stand better than most. These aren’t issues just for the Churches; they are for all men 
and women of goodwill who have a spark of light left burning inside the 
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` A Chippenham Zenhyn..... 


A breeze of change is beginning to blow 
at Chippenham Branch of Toc H. The 
Branch has been long established, and has 
had a number of members well known in 
the Movement, but has for some time 
shown the obvious signs that time was 
running out. The Chippenham Ladies 
Branch suffered an almost identical 
problem some years ago, and decided to 
close, and the wind and the rain of the 
winter has made the room rather 
uncomfortable, especially for members of 
advancing years. 


In its time, Chippenham Toc H has 
played an important role in the 
Greathouse Cheshire Home. It provided 
the first coach for the disabled in 
Chippenham, and continues its work by 
assisting Chippenham and District Tapes 
for the Handicapped, which makes six 
monthly programmes, distributed to 
about 120 listeners or homes within a ten 
mile radius, together with a weekly 
Talking Newspaper for 50 blind listeners. 
Toc H members produce three of the 
programmes, and the Tapes Service uses 
the Branch Room as a distribution centre. 


The Webb 
Project 


MIDDLESBROUGH 
COMMUNITY HOUSE 


In the autumn, Toc H will be opening 
a Community House in Middlesbrough 
for ten residents. 


Six of these people will be recently 
discharged from St Luke’s Psychiatric 
Hospital after a long illness. We need 
four very special people to live with 
them as a family for at least one year. 
This will not be an easy situation and 
will demand a high level of 
commitment. Applicants who are 
unsure about themselves or about 
their relationships or their own 
Spiritual nature will find this an 
impossible task, but those who can 
commit a year of their lives to this 
project should find it very rewarding. 


All residents will be expected to 
follow their usual occupations and an 
economic rent will be charged. 


If you are interested in this challenge 
or know of anyone else who might be, 
contact: 
Ann Crouch 
4 Major Street 
Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland 
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In recent years Chippenham Toc H 
became a founder Corporate Member of 
the Twinning Association, and a member 
of the Branch is the Chairman of this 
group which is fostering Friendship and 
Understanding with the people of La 
Fleche, a town in the department of La 
Sarthe in France, some 280 miles from 


Chippenham as the crow flies. 


In their individual lives, the members 
continue to influence the life of the 
town, and a regular monthly fundraising 
effort is the booksale. The books are sold 
at a modest price and many are returned 
for resale when they have been read. 
Fresh books are collected from door to 
door. 


When the Ladies Branch existed, relations 
were good but the tradition of separate 
Branches has persisted, and since the 
closure of the Ladies Branch half the 
population of Chippenham has not been 
able to enjoy Toc H. The time has now 
come for us to take another look. 


In the first instance, it will be necessary 
to refurbish and improve the Branch 
Room. This wooden structure, built over 
a small stream, must be fitted with a new 
roof, a toilet and other amenities if it is 
to continue in use for Toc H and for 
possible other users. 


For more than a decade commencing in 
1971, Chippenham Toc H_ organised 
concerts at St  Andrew’s Church 
Chippenham by the world famous 
Treorchy Male Choir in aid of the 
extension at Greathouse Cheshire Home. 
On 23 April 1988, the Choir is again to 
visit Chippenham, and as a ‘thank you’, 
the proceeds will be distributed equally 
with the Church for its Organ Fund, the 
Choir and to Chippenham Branch Room. 
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The next, and perhaps much more 
important change, is that the ladies are 
gradually coming back, mainly the wives 
of members at the present time, but there 
is a hope that more will come. In January, 
the wife of a late member, Mrs Marjorie 
Phillips showed an unusual programme of 
colour slides about her visit to Iceland 
last year. She was followed in February 
by local staff member Carol Button giving 
reports on Centra] Council and Regional 
activities. 


It is not often that the Branch welcomes 
a Cover Girl, but it did when Pascale 
Pelletier came to tel! members about 
Chippenham’s Twin Town. Pascale was 
chosen for the cover of ‘Point Three’ in 
1984, when she was photographed singing 
for the Tapes Service. She is at present 
studying for a degree in English at the 
Faculty of Letters in Tours, and as part 
of her studies she is spending a year in 
Chippenham, where she is teaching 
French in schools in Chippenham and 
Malmesbury. Some of the Chippenham 
Branch members are blind, and now hear 
her regularly on the ‘Interest’ Tape, 
where she talks about La Fleche and 
France, and she is even teaching some 
simple French. 


Although La Fleche is so close to 
Chippenham, the membership was not 
too familiar with her home town, so we 
were very glad to welcome her as the 
main speaker one evening. There was no 
chance that the meeting would end early, 
so numerous were the questions about 
how life, the towns, schools etc compare 
on the two sides of the Channel. 


For Pascale’s talk the Branch Room was 
decorated with the French flag and 
posters from the very go-ahead twin town. 
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Welcome 


The following new members were 
registered during March/April: 


Mrs Rona Napier, Ms Jenny L Bremner, 
John McDonald, Ms Linda C R McGregor 
(Alloa J), John Dowling (Anstey M), 

Mrs Audrey M Redfern, Mrs I L Gilbert 
(Ashby-de-la-Zouch W), Mrs Helen Franks, 
Douglas Childs (Birmingham Outward (J) 
Grp), Miss Iris Tugby (Brighton W), Mrs 
Winnie Keyworth, Mrs Doris Wilson 
(Burraton W), George Berry, Patricia 
Dalloz, Desmond Farmer (Central 
Branch), Miss Gillian K Wade (Conwy 
District), Ronald Battersby, Frank 


Photo: Exmouth Journal 


h, who died last year, had been q 


Jacques (Criccieth M), Colin Baker George Yeats, of Budleigh Salterton Men’s Branc 

Geant Mrs cutie M Pine founder ene of the Branch, and its treasurer for a nee ae deeply 
(Etham J), Mrs Florence N Boyes involved in founding ‘Shandford’, the local old people s ome. Branch members 
(Guisborough J), Mrs Elsie G Gentle, commemorated his life by planting a tree in the garden of ‘Shandford’, and presented 
Miss Katherine M King (Hatfield W), an easy chair to be used in the Home. 

Mrs Joyce Harris, Mrs Harriet M : ; ane il j J= f] 


Livingstone (Headingley W), łvor H C 
Ellis (Hemel Hempstead M), Mrs Barbara 
and Norman Bramhall, Arthur B Rust 
(Hythe J), Harry Shipley (Leeds District) 
Jonathan M Harvey (Middlesbrough J), 
Mrs ] M Saunders (Nailsea W), Mrs Kath 
Cambell, Miss Irene Fisher, Mrs Winnie 
Rolis (RHHI J), George R H Herring 
(Rushden M), George Clayton (Sheffield 
J), Mrs Helen M Deacon (Shooters Hill 
District), Steve Knight, Mrs Catherine P 
and Ted Littlejohn, Miss Angela M Turner 
(Sociability Plus (Walsall) J Grp), Bryan 
A and David A Norris, Dr Peter A 
Claxton (South Yorkshire District), Mrs 
Lily M Barrett, Mrs Rosemary Gribben, 
Mrs Dorothy Pepper (Troon W), Mrs 
Gwen Bushnell (Walton (Street) J), Rev 


Photo: Scarborough Evening News 


Christopher R Marshall (Willenhall J). à j \ N 
Scarborough Branch srill runs a hospital library service at the local hospital. Here 
A warm welcome to 50 new members Dennis Clark, Tommy Stones and Tommy Alexander offer a patient a choice of 


reading. I wonder if ‘Point Three’ gets on to the stall? 


Hans Temmel fright) will be known t0 
anyone in Toc H who has had any links 
with the Movement’s work in BAOR. 
Hans has now spent 37 years linked with 
Toc H and even longer — 40 years - 
attached to the Army. Here Gilbert 
Francis, Toc H Commissioner BAOR — 
Presents Hans with a framed certificate 
during the course of an evenings 
celebration. 
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The Toc H Information Tent at the Rhine Army show. Our BAOR staff take this 
opportunity to show that Toc H does a good deal more than run Services’ Clubs! 
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Round and about 


Election Fever ‘87 


George Berry writes that 1987 will go 
down in history as a year of election 
fever. No! Not Maggie v (David x2) v Neil. 

No this was the real thing: Helen 
Ellison v Simon Cottingham for the 
Central Councillor for Central Branch. A 
unique event as, due to the widespread 
geographical nature of the constituency, 
we would be running a postal ballot for 
the first time, with election addresses and 
the full flavour of the election. 

Unfortunately we have too small 
an electorate for the Mori pollsters to be 
interested (or Gallup for that matter); 
however, one could speculate on the 
polarization of the vote. Would the 
electorate be swayed by the written 
word; would male chauvinism win the 
day (we have more men than women in 
the Branch); conversely would the men 
all vote for our fair (actually dark) lady 
candidate; would the ladies (swayed by 
the athleticism of the cycle riding Simon) 
go for the man? All those and many more 
questions will be answered by the time 
this article appears in ‘Point Three’. 

The pleasing aspect of the event, 
whoever has won, is that we have two 
candidates from the younger end of the 
membership spectrum who are keen to 
become Centra! Councillors. Perhaps one 
can hope that this is the beginning of 
better things and that in the future some 
of those empty seats may also be filled. 


Fund Raising? 


New ideas for fund raising are always 
welcome, and I was intrigued by 
something that folk at Huddersfield Post 
Office have dreamed up. You need a 
cause — in their case an appeal by a local 
hospital for a body scanner, in ours dare 
I suggest the family purse? Next you need 
some money to begin with. Again, in 
their case in Huddersfield it was £100 
they were going to give to the appeal 
anyway. They then challenged local pubs 
and clubs to an evening of darts, 
dominoes and pool. If they lost they gave 
£25 to the appeal until all their £100 had 
been paid in. But when they won, their 
Opponents paid £25 to the appeal. So 
with even moderate luck the Post Office 
should have doubled its donation. Now 
that’s an idea which could be adapted in 
all sorts of ways! 


llford’s Diamond Jubilee 


Lilian Cumming has written to say that 
liford and Seven Kings Ladies Branch had 
its 60th birthday in March. ‘All our 
members’, she says, are senior citizens 
but we all still work very hard for Toc H’. 
Their celebrations to mark their Diamond 
Jubilee had to wait until April because 
two members were abroad — but it 
sounds as though nothing was spoiled by 
the wait. 


Thank you, T & GW 


Transport and General Workers members 
at the Mobil Oil refinery at Coryton in 
Essex entered a Variety Club raffle for a 
car — and won. Instead of accepting the 
car they asked for the money (£5,500) 
and gave it to a number of local charities, 
one of the recipients being Thurrock 
Toc H Branch. Who says people don’t 
care these days? 


Gratitude 


You can’t keep Worthing Men’s Branch 
out of the news. One of the Lampholders 
in their Emergency Flashing Lamp 
Service who in 1983, had thanked them 
for saving his life after a quick operation, 
died a few months ago. Under the terms 
of his Will they have received a Bequest 
of £9,000 with extra to follow when the 
Estate is finally settled. 


Editor 


| Readers will notice a large advertise- 
ment for a full-time Editor of ‘Point 
4 Three’. It has always been clear that 
my occupancy of this post would only 
be short-term, and that I would return 
to a more pastoral role in the 
iMovement as soon as it could be 
arranged. I hope that we shall have 
someone in post here by the beginning 

of September. 
CRR 


WANTED -AN EDITOR 


Due to re-organisation of our Publications Department we wish to appoint an Editor, who will: 


Edit Point Three and be the authority on editorial matters concerning the magazine, the 
diary and all other publications. 


Co-ordinate all publicity both national and local and in particular be responsible for media 
relations local and national, eg The BBCs Children in Need appeal. 


Will be responsible for the development of publicity media and material. 


This will be a full time post ona salary scale from £8,135 to £12,150pa. 


Is there anybody out there! If so, please contact for application forms and details: 


George Berry, Toc H HQ 


1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 


Closing date for applications will be Wednesday, 1 July 1987. 


Was 


Charles Dickens 


a Christian ?....... 


I asked myself this question some time 
ago when | was re-reading ‘Bleak House’. 
The book was written as long ago as 1853 
and Dickens died at the early age of 58 
on 9 June 1870. But none of his novels 
has ever been out of print and many of 
them are frequently revived for us in 
films, on radio and on television. His 
influence is lasting, so his serious 
messages remain important. 


“Bleak House’ revolves round the Court of 
Chancery — that Court which dealt with 
the branch of the law called Equity 
(defined as the search for true justice). As 
the story develops, Dickens sketches in 
the vicious circle of injustice in which he 
believes we are all trapped and looks for a 
way to break out of the trap. He 
considers and rejects one solution after 
another - including organised 
Christianity, which he pillories in a series 
of sharply etched characters: Miss 
Barbary. the Puritan Evangelical who 
brings up her sister’s illegitimate child 
and treats her with harsh, mental cruelty 
in the name of religion: Mr Chadband, the 
oily, hypocritical spokesman of the 
current small tin chapel culture; Mrs 
Jellyby, the philanthropic missionary 
society secretary who can see nothing 
closer than her settlement in Borioboola 
Gha and shamefully neglects her own 
home and family: Mrs  Pardiggle, 
representing the High Church establish- 
ment of the day, with its class superiority 
and nauseating condescension to the 
poor. 


Dickens consistently attacked organised 
Christianity — not only in ‘Bleak House’ 
but in almost everything he wrote. Above 
all. he hated the Roman Catholic Church. 
He is said to have rejected a fine story 
written for his magazine by Harriet 
Martineau simply because it painted a 
kind picture of Catholicism. Humphrey 
House wrote, ‘J nothing was Dickens so 
much of an elementary John Bull as in his 
hatred of Roman Catholicism. The Pope 
is the real villain of his “‘Child’s History 
of England” and “Pictures from Italy” is 
full of most stagey descriptions of the 
scenes of inquisitorial torture’. (Quoted 
in Brown — see footnote) Perhaps some 
psychologist reader can explain this anti- 
Catholic obsession in the light of a 
strange dream Dickens had in 1845. He 
was on holiday with his family in Genoa, 
struggling to write a new Christmas story 
and maddened by the constant clashing 
of church bells. In a dream (or ‘vision’ as 
he called it), he saw his much loved 
sister-in-law, Mary Hogarth, who had died 
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tragically at the age (o a some eight 
years earlier. Desperately trying to hold 
the vision (who had not spoken) he 
asked, ‘What is the True religion? No 
reply. ‘Does the form of religion matter ij 
we try to do good?’ Still no answer. 
‘Perhaps the Roman Catholic is the best? 
At this, the vision said very softly, ‘For 
you, for you, /t is the best. And Dickens 
woke to find his face wet with tears. 


I find Dickens’ constant attacks on the 
Churches odd. He was exceptionally 
observant of the great social and other 
changes going on around him, yet he 
seems not to have noticed that he was 
living in a time of interesting and far 
reaching changes in the English Christian 
world. This was a period of steady — even 
if slow and long overdue — reform and of 
growing tolerance and social concern. 
1829 saw the passing into law of the 
Catholic Emancipation Act. Roman 
Catholicism was further enlarged and 
encouraged by, for example, the stream 
of Irish immigration and the stir caused 
by Newman’s conversion (1845). Catholic 
dioceses were established in 1850 and 
Newman made Cardinal in 1879. Spurred 
on by the Oxford Movement, Anglo- 
Catholicism was growing and the whole 
Church of England beginning to move. 
This was the time when the influential 
Christian Socialist Movement was finding 
its feet, guided by Charles Kingsley (died 
1875) and the great F D Maurice (died 
1872) who pioneered adult education. 
Christian Socialism was one of the 
inspirations of the early Labour Party: 
George Lansbury, Leader of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party from 1931 to 
1935, was born in 1859. 


All this activity seemed to pass by Charles 
Dickens: he saw only those elements in 
the Churches which showed ignorance, 
intolerance, corruption. The Anglican 
Church he saw only as part of the 
numbing ‘establishment’ he so detested — 
to him, it was no more than the ‘Tory 
Party at prayer’. He had the same one- 
sided view of Nonconformity. It was 
already a century and more since the 
Church of England had been shaken to its 
roots by the Wesley brothers. The 
Victorian Nonconformist movement 
included many highly intelligent and 
socially aware men and women — indeed, 
Dickens knew and respected some of 
them. Yet what always caught his eye and 
sharpened his pen was the repellent 
mixture of hell fire and hypocrisy 


rampant in so many of the small London 
chapels. 


In the same year (1836) as he created the 
drunken ‘Shepherd Stiggins in ‘Pickwick 
Papers’, Dickens published a pamphlet 
entitled ‘Sunday under Three Heads’ 
Here, he first lambasted a fashionable, 
‘society’ Anglican Church and then 
showed us the coarse, chapel ‘man of 
wrath’ who ‘blasphemously calls on the 
Deity to visit with eternal torments those 
who turn aside from the Word — aş 
interpreted and preached by himself’ 
True, he did finish the pamphlet with an 
account of a good, simple and sincere 
country parson who conducts an 
excellent service, stops to talk to all his 
poor parishioners and, on Sunday 
evening, actually watches the boys 
playing cricket on the village green. Here 
and there, in his later writings mainly, 
Dickens gave us a few clergy he respected, 
eg, the sincere and overworked Mr Milvey 
in his last completed novel, ‘Our Mutual 
Friend’ and the good, athletic Mr 
Crisparkle in the unfinished ‘Edwin 
Drood’. But these were exceptions. In 
gencral, he railed at the ministers of 
religion throughout his writing life, from 
the appalling Stiggins in ‘Pickwick’, 
through the ranting Little Bethel lay 
preaching bigot in ‘The Old Curiosity 
Shop’ and the awful Melchisedech Howler 
in ‘Dombey and Son’ to the unctious and 
evil Chadband in “Bleak House’. 


Much of Dickens’ dislike of the clergy — 
and particularly of the chapel pulpit 
bangers — stemmed from his observing 
those who had much to say about the 
anger of the Old Testament Jehovah and 
little, if anything, about the under- 
standing and compassion of Jesus; much 
about the harsh demands of ‘the Law’, 
but little or nothing about love of 
neighbour. In 1836, under the pen name 
of ‘Timothy Sparks’, Dickens published a 
violent attack on a Sunday Observance 
Bill, introduced in Parliament by Sir 
Andrew Agnew. This Bill proposed 
outlawing all work in transport and 
catering on Sundays (then the working 
man’s only free day!) but included a 
clause exempting domestic servants! 
Dickens was enraged when the Bishop of 
London, speaking in support of the Bill, 
condemned ‘the vicious addiction of the 
lower classes to Sunday excursions’. And 
this at a time when no Sunday sports or 
games were allowed and the only places 
of entertainment open to the poor on 
Sundays were churches and gin shops! 
As Dickens said: ‘The Baronet’s dinner 
must be cooked on Sunday, the Bishop's 
horses must be groomed, and the Peer’s 
carriage must be driven. So the menial 
servants are put utterly beyond the pale 
of grace — unless they are to get tO 
heaven through the sancity of their 
masters, and possibly they might think 
even that an uncertain passport’. 1 don't 
know how much effect ‘Timothy Sparks’ 
had but the Bill failed to get through 
Parliament. 


But was Charles Dickens a Christian? 
Well, he certainly opposed all organised 
Christianity and saw no need for dogma 
— or doctrine of any sort. I doubt 
whether he read any of St Paul’s Epistles: 
he had even less time for professional 
theologians than he had for professional 
economists! He was a highly emotional 
man and I feel sure that he would have 
seen the Sermon on the Mount as being 
the whole of Christ’s message. He hardly 
ever used the word ‘sin’ and certainly 
the concept of ‘original sin’ would have 
been anathema to him. On the contrary, 
he seemed to believe in a sort of original 
innocence and had a touching faith that 
men could become perfect if only we 
could rid the world of bullies and 
humbugs and of all old, unjust laws and 


Dickens was what was called in my young 
days a ‘gospel Christian’, seeing all 
organised Churches as corruptors of the 
‘good news’. In his final Will he wrote: 
. | commit my soul to the mercy of 
God through Our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and I exhort my children humbly 
to guide themselves by the teaching of 
the New Testament in its broad spirit and 
to put no faith in any man's narrow 
construction of its letter...” 


I remain a staunch admirer of Charles 
Dickens: he was an enthusiast, almost 
always in good causes, and his written 
attacks on what he saw as social evils 
were — and are — very powerful. But I 
own to finding his faith simplistic. I know 
that love of neighbour is the second most 


someone once described as ‘t leri] 
of tactful assistance to lame d 
confronted by stiles’. Ivor Brown gidoi 
Charles Dickens: ‘As an author he was a 
giant but as a thinker he was a child, 
which does not mean a fool, but a child 
with a sharp eye for present wrongs and a 
gift of hope for their future settlement’. 
Perhaps in his approach to Christianity, as 
in so many other ways, Charles Dickens is 
startingly modern. But then I am not a 
modernist! 


Footnote: In preparing this article, I have 
drawn heavily on Chapter Ten of Ivor 
Brown’s splendid book ‘Dickens in his 
time’, published in 1963 by Thomas 
Nelson. This is the best treatment of the 


practices. As Ivor Brown points out: ‘He important of the Commandments. But subject that I know and I strongly 
could have echoed the saying on Tom the first and most important recommend it to interested readers. 
Paine that the world was his country and Commandment suggests to me that there FGR 
to do good was his religion’. In short. is more to Christianity than what 
June ing 
5- 7 Activity and Leisure Weekend, Alison House Open 29-19 Aug — Project 32. Paderborn Playscheme Open 
5- 7 Project 13. Holiday with Deaf Children 30-18 Aug — Project 33. Verden Playscheme Open 
Mundesley Open 30-18 Aug — Project 34. Munster Playscheme Open 
6-15 Project 83. Visit to Taize Open 31- 2 Aug — Project 74. Exploring Churches, 
13 South Western Regional Council Lindridge House Open 
Í 13-20 Summer School at Alison House Open 
19-21 Project 85. In Flanders Fields, Poperinge Open August 
20-27 Project 15. Unemployed? Bored? Want to 1- 8 Project 35. Basingstoke “Extraordinary” Open 
do something? Newbury Open Project 36. Cuffley Capers Open 
l 23-28 Project 86. The Poperinge Experience, Project 37. St Michael's Cheshire Home, 
Poperinge Open Axbridge, Somerset Open 
28- 4 July — The Norfolk Show, Norwich Open Project 75. Painting Week, Alison House Open 
1- 9 Project 38. Trinity Centre, Birmingham: 
| July Residential Project with Homeless Men Open 
3- 5 South Africa Workshop, Lindridge House Open 8-15 Project 39. Caring Holiday in South West 
4-11 Project 17. ‘Broadland Care’, Norfolk Open Cornwall Open 
4-12 Project 18. Come to the Fair, Chippenham Open Project. Token Treat Open 
9 Wendover Open Day Open Project 41. Holiday with Mentally 
10-12 Project 19. Last Chance at Lecky Lake Open Handicapped Children, Mundesley, Norfolk Open 
10-12 Project 87. In Flanders Field, Poperinge Open Project 76. Holiday Week at Alison House Open 
11-18 Project 71. Holiday Week at Alison House Open 8-16 Project 42. Decades f Open 
13-19 Project 20. Off to the Hills, Weirside Open 8-22 Project 43. Holiday with Mentally 
13-15 Aug — Toc H Four Point Challenge Open Handicapped Adults, Mundesley, Norfolk Open 
18 Southern Regional Council Project 44. Holiday with Mentally ; 
18-25 Project 21. Holiday in Belgium for Handicapped Adults. Poperinge, Belgium Open 
Residents of Shenley Hospital Open 15-22 Open Holiday Week, Cuddesdon Open 
18-25 Project 72. Activity week at Alison House Open Project 46. Super Project "87 — 
18-25 Project 73. Painting & Music Week, | - Gadding about in Gwynedd Open 
Cuddesdon (please note change of date) Open Project 47. Super Project “87 — 
19-26 Project 22. Lindridge House Task Force Open 2 Messing around on the Menai Open 
20-24 Project 23. New Frontiers ‘87 Open Project 50. South Wales (Mid Glamorgan) 
22-12 Aug — Project 25. Berlin Playscheme Open Valley Community Project Open 
24- 8 Aug — Project 26. The Jane Hodge House 15-24 Project 48. Colsterdale Scramble Open 
for Handicapped Children, Glamorgan Open 17-28 Project 49. Idle (Bradford) Handicapped 
25- 1 Aug — Project 27. Hill Skills Adventure Children’s Playscheme Open 
Holiday Open 22-29 Project 51. Super Project ‘87 — 
25- 1 Aug — Project 28. Bananas in Beaumaris Open 3 Goreuon Y Gogs! Open 
25- 1 Aug — Project 29. Last Chance at Lecky Lake Open Project 52. Super Project ‘87 — 
25- 2 Aug — Project 30. Holiday for Handicapped 4 Sensible in Snowdonia Open 
Children, Ashford Open Project 77. Holiday Week at Alison House Open 
25- 3 Aug — Project 31. Hitchin Hoot Open 22-31 Project 88. Taize Open 
27- 9 Aug — Project 24. Children’s Holiday, 24-30 Project 53. Buggles and Friends from 
Exmouth Open Birmingham Open 
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The Route 


Key to Map 

1 Newcastle (UCANDUIT) 

2 Stockton-on-Tees 

3 Kendal 

4 Colsterdale 

5 Alison House 

6 Shavington 

7 Colwyn Bay 

8 Port Penrhyn 

9. Corwen 

10 Birmingham 

11 Wellingborough 

12 Leicester 

13 Poacher’s Den 

14 Mundesley 

15 Newark Street 

16 Putney 

17 Crawley 

18 Hartley Wintney 

19 Honiton 

20 Lindrid ge House 

21 Taunton 

22 Bristol 

23 Chippenham 

24 Cuddesdon House 
Wendover — Headquarters 


i heard about the Four Point Challenge. In the 
Bese ce Point” hee’ Fe told you why we were doing it and what 


iti f ‘Point Thre y 
Wage ib achieve Now we give you an explanation of the route and a 
profile on those brave enough (or foolhardy enough) to take up the 


r jects’ *t already sent in a Pledge 
Challenge to ‘pedal for projects’. If you havent a y g 
Form of filled in a ET ck Form, please do so. Help us to take Toc H 


into the 90s with a loud bang rather than a quiet whisper. 


SSS —— 


it 


I har 

LIND) FOF (GB (UG 
Whene we 
The route we have chosen takes in most 
of, if not all, national Toc H Centres/ 
Community Houses. We have tried to visit 
different places showing all aspects of 
Toc H work from Friendship Circles to 
Projects. We will, I fear, have missed a lot 
but we believe that you will forgive us for 
that. 


Where are we going? 


Well, we start at the Toc H UCANDUIT 
Centre in Newcastle on 12 July at 9.30 in 
the morning (unless | have a lie in) and 
from there we sail southward at break- 
neck speed to arrive on the evening of the 
12th at Stockton-on-Tees. We leave 
Stockton on the 13th and after an 
overnight stop camping at Aysgarth we 
arrive at Kendal on the evening of 14 July. 
The 15th sees our arrival at Colsterdale 
after a rough, bumpy journey from 
Kendal. From Colsterdale we travel in a 
southerly direction, with a few overnight 
stops, to arrive on 19 July at Alison 
House in the heart of the Peak District. 
We have what I feel will bea well-deserved 
day-off on 20 July with perhaps some 
sightseeing round Derbyshire (or maybe 
just sleeping — getting up occasionally to 
apply some cream to the saddle sores). 
From Alison House we make our way 
Westwards passing through Shavington on 
the 21st, another overnight stop on the 
22nd, Colwyn Bay on the 23rd ending up 
at Bangor on the evening of the 24th. 
Without even pausing for breath we then 
set off on what must be the most 
Picturesque parts of our journey: leaving 
Bangor on the morning of the 25th we 
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Who’s Going? See the back page for details. 
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he going 


track along the A5 through Snowdonia 
National Park stopping overnight at 
Corwen on the 25th. From Corwen we 
make our way to Birmingham via 
Newport on the 26th till we end up at 
the Toc H Community House in Moseley 
on the 27th. From Birmingham we visit 
three Centres in quick succession: 
Wellingborough Community House on 
28th, Leicester Community House on 
29th to end up camping near Poacher’s 
Den on 30th. From Poacher’s Den we 
encounter more stunning scenery as we 
follow the coast round with another 
overnight stop to arrive at Mundesley on 
1 August. Much to our relief 2 August is 
our day off. More sightseeing (or 
sleeping) to be done. We then continue 
our journey south westerly with two 
more overnight stops until we arrive at 
Newark Street Community House on the 
night on 5 August. From Newark Street 
we travel the immense distance of nine 
miles on 6th to Putney Community 
House (which probably means more 
sightseeing). From Putney we pass 
through Crawley on 7th, Hartley Wintney 
on 8th, another stop on 9th, Honiton on 
10th to arrive at Lindridge House, Devon 
on llth (by this time we should know 
how to ride). We leave Lindridge on 12th 
and have various overnight stops near 
Taunton, Bristol, Chippenham to arrive 
at our penultimate stop — Cuddesdon — 
on 15th. From Cuddesdon (where we 
have a day off on 16th), we travel to our 
final stop — HQ Wendover on 17th, 
exhausted, saddle-sore we might very 
well be... but happy, yes. 
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A few ‘thank you’s’ need expressing to 
many people who have made/are making 
this event possible either through 
practical sponsoring or monetary gifts. 
We say a big thank you to Warden Manor 
Awards for the grant enabling us to stage 
this event. More big thanks to two cycle 
shops: Fields Cycle Shop of Fleet. Hants 
who are renovating two of the bikes free 
of charge and Bobby's Cycles of 
Stockton-on-Tees who are going to 
service our bikes and check them over. 
Thank you also to the Toc H Birthday 
Fund for their donation of money. | 
think, however, | would like to thank 
most of all those who have already sent 
in Pledge Forms.. Please keep them 
coming. 


If anyane would like more Sponsar 
Forms, Pledge Forms, posters, 
leaflets, Press Releases or any 
information on how to become 
involved locally, then please writeto: 
Simon Cottingham 
Toc H House 
2 St Peters Road 
Leicester LE2 1DA 


Or even better, use our ‘Four Point 
Challenge’ HOTLINE SERVICE 
which operates every Thurday night 
6pm till 8pm from now till 25 June: 
ring... 
Simon on (0533) 546717 
Sarah on (0933) 229517 


A Day of Peace 


The World Day of Prayer for Peace, on 
27 October last year, was a momentous 
occasion. To Assisi came not just 
Christian leaders, but leaders of all the 
world’s great religions. They spent a day 
together in fasting, pilgrimage and prayer, 
something which, even five years ago, 
would have been impossible. They were 
able to do this without blurring the real 
differences between their faiths, and 
without compromising either their own 
or each others’ integrity. 


In their meeting they sought to 
demonstrate their own determination to 
live at peace with each other. Only then 
could they encourage others to seek for 
reconciliation and peace. 


Assisi is itself a place of great peace. The 
words engraved over the hermitage where 
St Francis spent long hours with God are, 
‘Ubi Deus, Ibi Px’ — ‘Where God is there 
is Peace’, The day began and ended with 
an address by His Holiness The Pope. In 
his welcome he set out the ground of 
common concern which had drawn them 
all together, saying that their meeting was 
‘the result of prayer which, in the 
diversity of religions, expresses a 
relationship with a supreme power that 
surpasses our human capacities alone’. 


What follows is the text of his address at 
the end of the day. We are grateful for 
this edited version to ‘World Faiths 
Insight’. — Ed 


In concluding this World Day of Prayer 
for Peace, to which you have come from 
many parts of the world, kindly accepting 
my invitation, | would like now to 
express my feelings, as a brother and 
friend. but also as a believer in Jesus 
Christ. and in the Catholic Church, the 
first witness of faith in him. It is, in fact, 
my faith conviction which has made me 
turn to you. We all hold conscience and 
obedience to the voice of conscience to 
be an essential element in the road 
towards a better and peaceful world. 
Could it be otherwise, since al] men and 
women in this world have a common 
nature, a common origin and a common 
destiny? If there are many and important 
differences among us, there is also a 
common ground, whence to operate 
together in the solution of this dramatic 
challenge of our age: true peace or 
catastrophic war. 


There is the dimension of prayer, which 
in the very real diversity of religions tries 
to express communication with a Power 
above all our human forces. Peace 
depends basically on this Power, which 
we call God, and as Christians believe has 
revealed himself in Christ. 


This is the meaning of this World Day of 
Prayer. 


For the first time in history, we have 
come together from everywhere, 
Christian Churches and _ Ecclesial 
Communities, and World Religions, in 
this sacred place dedicated to Saint 
Francis, to witness before the world, each 
according to his own conviction, about 
the transcendent quality of peace. The 
10 


form and content of our prayers are very 
different, as we have seen, and there can 
be no question of reducing them to a 
kind of common denominator. Yet, in 
this very difference we have perhaps 
discovered anew that, regarding the 
problem of peace and its relation to 
religious commitment, there is something 
which binds us together. 


The challenge of peace, as it is presently 
posed to every human conscience, is the 
problem of a reasonable quality of life for 
all, the problem of survival for humanity, 
the problem of life and death. In the face 
of such a problem, two things seem to 
have supreme importance and both of 
them are common to us all. 


The first is the inner imperative of the 
moral conscience, which enjoins us to 
respect, protect and promote human life. 
from the womb to the deathbed, for 
individuals and peoples, but especially for 
the weak, the destitute, the derelict: the 
imperative to overcome selfishness, greed 
and the spirit of vengeance. 


The second common thing is the 
conviction that peace goes much beyond 
human efforts, particularly in the present 
plight of the world, and therefore that 
its source and realisation is to be sought 
in that Reality beyond all of us. 


This is why each of us prays for peace. 
Even if we think, as we do, that the 
relation between Reality and gift of peace 
is a different one, according to our 
respective religious convictions, we all 
affirm that such a relation exists. This is 
what we express by praying for it . . . 
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A PERSONAL VIEW 


While we have fasted, we have kept in 
mind the sufferings which senseless Wars 
have brought about and are still bringing 
about on humanity. Thereby we have 
tried to be spiritually close to the millions 
who are the victims of hunger throughout 


the world. 


While we have walked in silence, we have 
reflected on the path of our human 
family treads: either in hostility, if we fail 
to accept one another in love; or as a 
common journey to our lofty destiny, if 
we realise that other people are our 
brothers and sisters. The very fact that we 
have come to Assisi from various quarters 
of the world is in itself a sign of this 
common path which humanity is called 
to tread. Either we learn to walk together 
in peace and harmony, or we drift apart 
and ruin ourselves and others. We hope 
that this pilgrimage to Assisi has taught us 
anew to be aware of the common origin 
and common destiny of humanity. Let 
us see in it an anticipation of what God 
would like the developing history of 
humanity to be: a fraternal journey in 
which we accompany one another 
towards the transcendent goal which he 
sets for us. 


This Day at Assisi has helped us become 
more aware of our religious commitments. 
But it has also made the world, looking at 
us through the media, more aware of the 
responsibility of each religion regarding 
problems of war and peace. More perhaps 
than ever before in history, the intrinsic 
link between an authentic religious 
attitude and the great good of peace has 
become evident to all. 


What a tremendous weight for human 
shoulders to carry! But at the same time 
what a marvellous, exhilarating call to 
follow. 


Although prayer is in itself action, this 
does not excuse us from working for 
peace. Here we are acting as the heralds 
of the moral awareness of humanity as 
such, humanity that wants peace, needs 
peace. 


There is no peace without a passionate 
love for peace. There is no peace without 
a relentless determination to achieve 
peace. 


Peace awaits its prophets. Together we 
have filled our eyes with visions of peace: 
they release energies for a new language 
of peace, for new gestures of peace, 
gestures which will shatter the fatal 
chains of divisions inherited from history 
or spawned by modern ideologies. 


—————————————————————————E————X Ss 
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We will Remember... 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In January 

Jack Davey (Peterborough & Stamford 
Ron R Gatiss (Camborne) District) 
Arthur Hewitt (Barrow-on-Humber) 


In February 

Evelyn Barnes (Rawmarsh) 

Charles P Gosling (South East Hants 
District) 

Desmond E Harvey (Middlesbrough) 

Obadiah G Jenkins (Ashfield District) 

Florence M Millard (Wroughton) 

Robert A C Pike (Fareham) 


In March 

George F Boulter (Ashby-de-la-Zouch) 
Rev John F Clingo (Leominster) 

Ron L Evans (Whetstone & Finchley) 
Robert W Jenks (South East Kent District) 


In April 

Col L Hugh Higgon CBE MC (late West 
Wales District) 

Frederick E James (Chirk) 

Ann R E McQueen (Edinburgh Seventy 

William ‘Bill’ Morris (Hereford) Five) 

David H ‘Tommy’ Thomas (Ipswich) 


Not previously recorded 

Canon John M C Hannah (Selkirik) 
Melville C Henderson (Selkirk) 

Noreen Hughes-Jones (Mold) 

Violet W Innes (Clacton-on-Sea) 
Leonard J G Lock (Durdham Down) 
John McWilliam (Selkirk) 

James H Phillips (Bala) 

Kit Pickering (Peterborough & Stamford 
Robert G S Scott (Selkirk) District) 
Elsie Village (Penn) 

Irene M Walker (Bramley) 

Arnold White (Bramley) 


Peace awaits its builders. Let us stretch 
our hands towards our brothers and 
sisters, to encourage them to build peace 
upon the four pillars of truth, justice, 
love and freedom. 


Peace is a workshop, open to all and not 
just to specialists, savants and strategists. 
Peace is a universal responsibility: it 
comes about through a thousand little 
acts in daily life. By their daily way of 
living with others, people choose for or 
against peace. We entrust the cause of 
peace especially to the young. May young 
people help to free history from the 
wrong paths along which humanity 
Strays. 


Peace is in the hands not only of 


Alistair McPhail, who died earlicr in the year, 
had been a resident at Mark XIII (The Brothers’ 
House) since the carly 1960s. He became 


chairman of Camberwell & Dulwich Branch 
when the Mark closed. 


A former Canon of Liverpool Cathedral. Leslie 
Hopkins retired to East Sussex, and joined 
Toc H, enrolling as a member of Beckley 
Branch in 198]. In 1984 our Branch Padre 
died, and we were indeed fortunate to have 
Leslie with us, ready and happy to succeed him. 
He quickly gained the affection and respect of 
us all, but sadly, through the following years, 
his health steadily deteriorated and he found it 
More and more difficult to get about. His 
interest in the Movement, however, and his 
Support for it never wavered, and only two 
wecks before he dicd he was happy to welcome 
us to his house for a Branch mecting. A man of 
quict but deep conviction, he will be sadly 
missed by us all. 

SFM 


Des Harvey of Middlesbrough Joint Branch, 
died on 17 February. ‘He was’ says Bill Barnes, 
a quiet, kindly man who gave much time and 
effort to projects and extension’ 


Ronnie Gatiss. who died in February aged 38 
years, was a member of Camborne Joint 
Branch, having previously been a member of 
Falmouth Joint Branch. Although in recent 
years he had been in poor health Ronnie was a 
staunch believer in Toc H and firmly upheld its 
principles. He was a devoted churchman. His 
pleasant personality endeared him to everyone 
and he will be greatly missed. 


Violet Neale, who dicd on 4 March, was a 
member of Richmond Joint Branch. She 
became a member in 1939, ‘bur’, says Sybil 
Welch ‘had been involved in helping the Branch 
for several years prior to that’. 


John Clingo died peacefully at home on 
6 March after a very long and painful illness. He 
had suffered from arthritis and later from a 
form of cancer. 

After serving in the Royal Air Force 
during the war years John worked for some 
time for a firm of estate agents and then was 
ordained priest some 30 years ago. 


individuals but of nations. We earnestly 
invite the leaders of the nations and of 


the international organisations to be 
untiring in bringing in structures of 
dialogue wherever peace is under threat 
or already compromised . . . 


What we have done today at Assisi, 
praying and witnessing to our 
commitment to peace, we must continue 
to do every day of our life. For what we 
have done today is vital for the world. If 
the world is going to continue, and men 
and women are to survive in it, the world 
cannot do without prayer. 


This is the permanent lesson of Assisi. 


Editor's Note: 

Due to pressure of space, the Editor usually has 
to reduce the length of tributes sent in — and 
will continue to do so unless the author 
specifically requests ‘All or nothing’! 


Whilst he was a vicar at Ivington and 
Monkland, near Leominster, he joined the 
Leominster Men's Branch of Toc H and was 
appointed Branch Padre, also becoming Padre 
of the Marches District. On amalgamation of 
the Men's and Women’s Branches some few 
years ago, he became Branch Treasurer and 
remained so until his death. During the years 
he was Padre he conducted and arranged our 
rededication services which were held each year 
throughout the Marches District. 

He will be sadly missed by everyone in 
Toc H as well as the general public as he was 
loved and thought well of by all who had the 
pleasure of his company. 

The Marches District and particularly 
Leominster Branch has lost not only a Padre 
but a dear friend. 

LB 


Bernard (BB) Bothams aged 97, founder 
member of the Gorleston Branch 1930, an 
extremely active and popular figure in the 
community, especially in the war years when he 
organised the Forces Canteen over the old 
Coliseum. A great character who will be sadly 
missed. 

CB 


Whetstone & Finchley Joint Branch lost a very 
loyal member on the sudden death of Ronald 
Evans on 18 March. Ron gave continuous 
service in Toc H during over 30 years of 
membership. He was always involved as 
Treasurer to the District, The North London 
Marafun, the local Senior Citizens Club and the 
Branch. He had wide interests and a forthright 
personality and will be greatly missed in the 
Branch. 


GR 


‘Fred James, a member of Chirk Branch, died on 
11 April aged 86’, writes ‘Rosey’ Romanis. ‘His 
life was enriched by service, fellowship and 
humour dedicated to his local Church, to 
Scouting and to Toc H over the last 50 years. 
He fulfilled every office in Branch, District and 
Area with loyalty and affection. He lived out 
the Four Points of the Compass in all his 
relationships and in all his work for Toc H.' 


We give thanks for their lives | 


ates cover 
d 
Cuddesdon 


Anne Evans, our Manager, will be on 
holiday from 19 August - | September. 
The House Management Committee 
would be grateful to any member, or 
members, who were able to come and 
stay at the House and offer cover for 
Anne during that period. If you would 
like to help please contact Anne at: 
Cuddesdon House, Cuddesdon, Oxford 
OX9 OHB. Tel: 08677 (Wheatley) 2004. 


17-19 JULY 


Come and find out, and learn what 
Other religious festivals are about. 
During this weekend in Leicester we 
shall be exploring other religions. 
People will be talking about their 
faith, and we shall visit different places 
of worship. There will also be an 
Opportunity to have a taste of some 
different cultures. 


Cost is £7 (cheques made payable to 
D Daynes). Applications and enquiries 
to: Deb Daynes, Flat 6, 2 Sandown 
Road, Stoneygate, Leicester LE2 2BJ. 
Tel: (0533) 702495. 


‘Our Life in His Hands’ 


Phi] Mason is becoming well-known for 
his ‘potted biographies’. Here is a further 
selection of people involved in every 
aspect of life. You may not know all of 
them, but for the most part they are 
familiar to us through the media. We 
usually only see their public faces, and 
don’t know about the difficulties they 
have had to overcome. All show courage 
and strength gained through Christianity. 
Busy people such as Derek Nimmo, Dora 
Bryan, and Lord Lionel (Len) Murray 
make opportunities for study and prayer, 
and like to share their faith with others 
through laughter and sparkling 
personalities. Very easy and enjoyable to 
read, and not hard on the pocket at £1. 


* * ve Lo * 


‘Christian Crackers (3)’ 


‘Christian Crackers are infectious’, it says 
on the flyleaf; I’ve proved it. It is 
impossible to read through these 
anecdotes without wanting to pass them 
on to the nearest person. Whether or not 
you are a ‘Church’ person, you will find 
something here to make you giggle. Sixty 
pence worth of fun. 
kd * * xk * 


‘Our Life in His hands’ £1, and ‘Christian 
Crackers (3) 60p by Phil Mason. 
Published by Norheimsund Books & 
Cards, 1} Whitney Road, Burton Latimer, 
Kettering, Northants NNI5 SSL. 
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A friend for Joanne 


This is a plea for help. 1 have in my 
Brownie unit a little girl of ten years old 
who is very isolated. Her father is a 
maintenance man of the Butlers Gorge 
power station, and his is the only house 
in the area. Joanne, my brownie, is very 
keen to get a pen friend in some other 
country, and I have been trying for her, 
but without success so far. I have written 
to a school teacher in the UK, and to 
someone in Canada, and, fairly recently 
to a brownie unit in Papua, but the little 
girls there don’t speak English until they 
learn it later. 

Joanne has to travel 20 miles to 
and from school each day — to Tarraleah 
— and there is nobody to play with when 
she gets home. 

Butlers Gorge is a very spectacular 
place, being a very deep gorge in the 
middle of rain forest and mountainous 
country, and was the site of one of the 
earlier hydro-electric schemes ín this 
State. Until the Gordon River/Peddar 
Dam was completed, the Clark Dam at 
Butlers Gorge (over the King William 
River) was the largest body of water in 
the Southern Hemisphere. 

Does anyone know of some little 
girl (or even a not-so-little girl) who 
would write to Joanne? Her name is 
Joanne Fulton, Butlers Gorge, c/o 
PO Tarraleah 7140, Tasmania, Australia. 

I hope to get some response, 
please, and | can assure you that you 
would make one little girl very happy. 


Jean Hayes 
Tarraleah, Australia 


Stand up and be counted 


I write in strong support of Richard 
Crump (Open Forum, February issue) 
and | regret that because | missed his first 
letter I did not respond earlier to it. 

John Poole, in the April ‘Point 
Three’, says that ‘surely everyone is 
against the possession of nuclear bombs’. 
Everyone is not. Our Prime Minster 
intends to proceed with the building of 
Trident nuclear submarines with their 
6,000 mile range and their devastating 
power, 20,000 times that of the 
Hiroshima bomb. She says she will 
‘denude’ Europe of nuclear protection. 

It is against the possession of 
Trident and of Cruise missiles that 
protests are made by activists — always 
peacefully, never violently. Does John 
Poole regard blockading a gate of a 
nuclear base and symbolically cutting a 
wire of the fence as violent? The police 
turn out in quite excessive numbers when 
there are CND demonstrations. Of course 


they could be engaged in crime 
prevention and detection if they were not 
so unnecessarily deployed. There is no 
fairmindedness in referring to the ‘antics’ 
of anti-nuclear campaigners. Has John 
Poole ever joined a London march? Does 
he know about the Christian CND 
pilgrimage walk from Southwark to 
Canterbury Cathedral in August 1985? 
Has he any knowledge of the monthly 
all-night Vigil by Christian CND at a 
Greenham Common gate, and the 
24-hour Holy Week Vigil? 

Christ taught us that the way to 
peace was not by the sword and force but 
by love and prayer. Activists, I would 
inform him, include clergy, monks, nuns, 
university lecturers, doctors and people 
like myself, who served throughout World 
War Two — which cannot be compared to 
a nuclear holocaust. 

With reference to Yvette Fryman’s 
letter, she is ignoring the recent 
disarmament offers of the Soviet leader, 
which the West, as before, views with 
distrust and suspicion. It is my view that 
failure to trust and accept such offers, 
and so fail to reach agreement, is ‘the 
shortest and surest way to World War 
Three’. 


Vera K Jones 
Llandrindod Wells 


I would like to comment on Richard 
Crump’s letter in the February issue of 
‘Point Three’ as I, too, like to stand up 
and be counted — though for a different 
reason than Richard. 

l presume Richard considers 
himself to be a Christian as he makes 
reference to ‘practical religion’. I wonder 
does he seek Divine guidance in his zeal 
for his anti-nuclear beliefs, does the bible 
have anything to say on such issues? I 
have no doubt that Saul of Tarsus was 
equally zealous regarding what he 
thought was a menace to his nation when 
he set out on that mission to Damascus! 

In turning to my bible I read from 
Isaiah 4-28 ‘Have you not known, have 
you not heard that the everlasting God, 
the Lord the creator of the ends of the 
earth faints not neither is weary, there is 
no searching of His understanding. He 
gives power to the faint . . .’ Also in 
Hebrews 11-3 ‘By Faith we understand 
that the universe was formed at God’s 
command...’ (NIV) 

I am a Christian and I believe that 
God created this world and He controls 
what will happen to it. In Matthew 
the words of Jesus confirm this as do 
several references by the Apostles in their 
epistles. 

I served through the whole of the 
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last war and have a hatred of warfare, as 
no doubt Richard has, but I am thankful 
that our succeeding governments have 
ensured by their deterrent policies that 
this nation has been free from the threat 
of war these past 42 years. 

I have two books I would like 
Richard to read, one by J B Phillips ‘Your 
God is too small’ and the other by Bishop 
RC Ryle ‘Practical Religion’. 

Don’t blame Toc H, Richard, if 
its zeal is in a different direction to yours. 


W T Abbott 
Porlock 


I find myself in full agreement with the 
letter from Richard Crump in February 
‘Point Three’. I admire him too, for doing 
a prison sentence for his principles (which 
is more than I have done). 

I have been a member of CND for 
25 years, and have never witnessed any 
violence by CND people, on the various 
marches and demos I have attended. 

Much police time has been, and 
still is, taken up with escorting nuclear 


missile convoys both British and 
American. They should be better 
employed. 


The case for negotiating from 
strength has no meaning, in a world 
where Overkill X 50 is a fact of life. 

Is Toc H moribund? Not while we 
have members like Richard Crump! Don’t 
sever that Jimb Richard. 


Jim Mines 
Corsham 


Working Weekend 


It is a tremendously humbling experience 
when someone comes up to you at the 
end of a day and thanks you for giving 
them such a wonderful time . . . when 
you have asked them to do a series of 
jobs which require skill and strength, 
which were tedious or dirty; boring or 
interesting; which came in a long 
progression — there was always another 
job to follow the one which had just been 
completed. So, to be thanked for 
providing an enjoyable experience is a 
totally unexpected but wonderful 
response which is oft-times repeated in 
Toc H. l 

This has been my experience this 
week and was occasioned by my request 
to a group of friends to join me at 
Cuddesdon for a working party. Folk 
were asked to give as much time as they 
could which meant that some came for 
the fult three days, others for just 24 
hours and some just for the day. The 
total number of man hours worked is 


incalculable but the results of the labours 
are there for all visitors to see. 

Since the new Management 
Committee assumed responsibility for the 
House, it has been almost completely 
redecorated inside. In order to carry out 
this task with all speed and yet still 
welcome the booked house-parties, a 
small commercial firm has been employed. 
The Friends of Cuddesdon House have 
supplied duvets in pretty covers to 
brighten up the appearance of the 
bedrooms and a team of ladies has made 
and fitted curtains in the main rooms 
downstairs and most of the bedrooms. 
Old pillows have been turned into new 
ones, and new ones put into cases made 
by the team of sewing folk. Chairs have 
been ‘rubbed down’ and re-varnished and 
the garden furniture put into good order 
in readiness for this summer. Curtain 
tracks have been fitted in the long room 
which permit the curtains to be opened 
and closed by remote control to reduce 
wear and tear on the material. 

The happy buzz of conversation 
which accompanied the tasks indicated 
that folk were getting to know one 
another in an easy, friendly way — 
another of the hallmarks of Toc H. So, 
in return to the 15 people who thanked 
me so warmly for inviting them to help, I 
wish to publicly acknowledge to them the 
thanks of the Management Committee 
of Cuddesdon House. 


If any ‘Point Three’ readers would 
like to help Cuddesdon House by using 
their skills, strengths and abilities then 
please contact Anne Evans, the Warden, 
and make your offer known. 


Mary Edwards 
Chairman of Cuddesdon House 
Management Committee 


Six Questions 


The six questions posed by the Director 
in the February issue of ‘Point Three’ 
need to be taken seriously by all members 
as they challenge us to examine our 
fundamental beliefs in the purpose of the 
Movement. I doubt whether many of us 
ever take the time to think through the 
basic ideals of Toc H and in my opinion 
the Director’s questions will enable us to 
do just that. As he says they do give usa 
chance to take bearings and to remind 
ourselves on a regular basis of what we 
should be seeking. 

In an increasingly troubled world 
Toc H still has much to offer both to 
those inside and outside its ranks and the 
challenge issued by the Director, if taken 
up by the membership, can only be for 
the betterment of the Movement in the 
future. 


JR Morgan 
Ruislip 
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The Hartley Wintney Street Quiz has been running again. This year's winners are a 


team from Franklin Avenue, seen here being presented with trophy — the Toc H 


shield. 
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n OCLS Getting Toc H into people : 
in at the Newark Street Community 


House in London’s East End. 


Ethos OF Structure Preen rover 


The following seems to me demonstrably 
true: society is under threat; traditional 
values are disappearing and structures are 
disintegrating; people are having tọ rely 
on their own resources. Toc H has at this 
time a more valuable role than ever. 
However, to fulfil this role it must not 
concentrate energy on stopping its own 
structure falling apart. lt must 
concentrate on sharing its special ethos 
and widening its influence so the ethos 
permeates the membrane of society. 


Let’s look at this more closely. The 
institution of marriage is certainly less 
valued. In the UK over one third of all 
marriages end in divorce, and in the USA 
it is over one half. Religion is playing a 
less important part in people’s lives now: 
less than 10% of the population attend a 
church. We all hear daily about the rising 
crime rate and increasing violence. 
Employment cannot be relied upon to 
give meaning to a person’s life. In the 
North of England the picture is very 
bleak. Extended family networks are 
vanishing — hence there are a growing 
number of lonely, isolated, elderly people. 


People are having to use their own inner 
resources to find alternative values to give 
meaning to their lives. There is an 
increasing interest in astrology vsticism, 
the occult and alternative .¢ligions as 
people search for ways to meet their 
own personal and spiritual needs. This is 
a very hopeful sign in these Aquarian 
times. 


Toc H does have an important role to 
play. Its ethos is the very ethos that 
today’s individual and today’s society 
needs. If structures are crumbling energy 
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Street scenes of the area. 
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should not be dissipated in seeking 
merely to try to maintain them. What we 
need to focus on is the spirit that is 
manifest in Toc H. THE LOVING — we 
need to be able to love people for what 
they are, and by so doing lessen the 
prejudices which divide people. THE 
SERVICE — we need to be able to work 
with others for both their and our benefit. 
THE FAIRMINDEDNESS — we need to 
be able to think and act fairly. THE 
SPIRITUALITY — we need to be aware 
of our spiritual nature and seek to meet 
our spiritual needs and help others to do 
so. Toc H works for a better world 
through the example of friendship, 
service and fairmindedness. Toc H is the 
special meeting of people where under- 
standing and acceptance of each other’s 
differences occur — and where minds are 
open and seeking their own truth. 


I have just painted a very idealistic 
picture of the spirit of Toc H, a spirit that 
none of us can afford to lose sight of. We 
have to ensure that we all subscribe to an 
open belief system and not to a closed 
one. Branches must look outward, 
seeking new challenges rather than new 
members. What matters is the challenge 
of spreading the ethos throughout society. 
Toc H could be lost if, as 1 sometimes 
fear happens, it concentrates energy on 
maintaining an  ossifying structure. 
Society is organic; its structures cannot 
be rigidly maintained, or expected to last. 
From the spirit of Talbot House, 
Poperinge, a Movement was born — an 
organic entity — an entity with a constant 
vision but a body that changes with time. 
the Toc H 


What is happening at 


Community House, 38 Newark Street, 


London is an example of the spreading of 
the ethos of Toc H without rigidly 
maintaining a structure, an example of 
taking Toc H into new communities 
within society. The Community House is 
situated in the Ward of St Mary’s in the 
East End of London. There are about 
6,000 people living in the Ward. It is a 
mixed community, comprised of people 
of different ethnic and linguistic origin. 
However, there is a high concentration 
of Bangladeshis. 


The area suffers from multiple 
deprivation. The following are the major 
issues: (1) high level of unemployment, 
lack of training and job opportunities; 
(2) appalling housing conditions, 
inadequate housing accommodation and 
homelessness; (3) lack of basic amenities, 
eg shortage of play areas for children; 
(4) pressures of commercial office 
development schemes. 


Toc H is responding to the area. By 
openly sharing itself, it can offer its 
philosophy to the community. Toc H is 
involved with other community 
organisations and, by jointly organising 
events, valuable opportunities arise. For 
the second year running a children’s 
Christmas party was organised jointly 
with the St Mary's Centre (a housing and 
welfare rights resource project), ASHA 
Women’s Group and Sylhet Housing 
Co-op. It was an opportunity for working 
together and sharing something of 
different cultures. The Berner Summer 
Festival, a large multicultural festival, 
was another event Toc H helped to 
organise — face painting was the medium 
that Toc H volunteers used to break 
down barriers. 


On a more day to day level, two Toc H 
activities have been established in 
response to local need — a Sunday Club 
for pensioners and a Women’s Health 
Project. The Sunday Club has mainly 
Jewish members and is run with the help 
of Toc H volunteers, including residents 
of the house. The Women’s Health 
Project is attended mainly by Bengali 
women. Various health education sessions 
and classes are run by health visitors and 
maternity aides. A creche is run at the 
same time and we also have a toy library, 
so parents can borrow toys for their 
children to have at home. Outside the 
health sessions we are encouraging 
women to use the facility as a drop-in 
centre — a place to relax outside of their 
home. A Bengali speaking Long Term 
Volunteer will shortly begin work, 
helping to develop leisure activities with 
the women. Pensioners from the Sunday 
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At the Christmas party. 


Club occasionally help at the creche: the 
idea of mixing people to break down 
barriers has begun. Bengali Mother 
Tongue classes for children are run every 
Saturday and the Messianic Testimony, a 
Christian Church working within the 
Jewish community regularly meets at the 
house. People are not rigidly 
compartmentalised into one of these four 
activities only; there is some personnel 
flow between the four. Thus the ethos of 
Toc H develops and spreads. A caving and 
pot-holing club has started, half Toc H 
volunteers, half local unemployed people 
— another example of sharing the ethos 
and beliefs of Toc H within the wider 
community. 


Of course, you can only share Toc H if 
you yourself possess the ethos, and there 
is always the danger of becoming 
complacent. However, here in this area 
activities and motives are continually 
questioned — by local users of the centre, 
other community workers, local 
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councillors, funding bodies, and Toc H 


volunteers. This constant challenging 
helps to clarify our purpose and sharpen 
our motivation. Toc H is not growing in 
this area by pulling people into the 
structure — this simply would not work. 
It is growing by example and by 
unobtrusive yet real sharing. It is more 
important to pass on our living 
philosophy than to gain credit for Toc H. 


An example of the spreading of Toc H 
ethos is what has happpened, and 
continues to develop ~ in the village of 
Khasdobir in Bangladesh. Peter East went 
to live there, and simply by his quiet 
example, the whole village has changed. 
Toc H is there and living. 1 was lucky 
enough to see this tremendous happening. 
Peter has done no preaching: by example 
only he has changed people’s strongly 
held attitudes and beleifs. A much more 
loving and caring community has been 
created. This should be an inspiration for 
us all. 
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which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
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to Point Three Magazine. Rates of display 
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Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Hythe, Kent, luxury six berth caravan, fully 
equipped, situated on pleasant site with club 
house. On bus route. Fully fitted with gas 
fire, cooker, fridge. shower, WC, TV, radio. 
£50 per week including gas/clectric. Fully 
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KT Allen 
19 — Student from Fleet, Hants 


fam doing this cycle ride for Toc H, for 
fun and a sense of achievement, for 
people. My involvement with Toc H 
includes: summer projects with physically 
and mentally handicapped people and 
conservation projects. I have also been on 
Support Groups for projects, a member 
of the Northants Action Group and 
visited Poperinge. Presently I am helping 
to organise the Four Point Challenge 
Cycle Ride and have applied to become 
an LTV. 


22 — Youth Worker from Leicester 


I have been involved with Toc H for six 
years, firstly with the Northants Action 
Group. I was an LTV for two and half 
years in Wellingborough and Nottingham. 
I have been involved in projects, Area, 
District, Local Events, Jobs and National 
Events. I have always believed that Toc H 
is needed in today’s society and has an 
important role in the community. The 
cycle ride will not only raise a lot of 
money for National Project Development 
but also publicise the Movement and 
prove that Toc H is alive and kicking. 


Rob Dixon 
28 


1 live in the Toc H Community House in 
Putney, London, and this is my 11th year 
of involvement with the Movement. I’ve 
Joined in with the Four Point Challenge 
because I think that it is one of the most 
exciting Toc H ideas I have ever come 
across. I hope that this five week project 


will make a useful contribution to the 


Movement’s current situation by bringing 
people together and by increasing aware- 
ness of the project scene. I am also sure 
that it will be a tremendous experience 
and bring a lot of enjoyment to all who 
take part. 


Julie Lake 
18 — Student from Mytchett, Surrey 


1 have got involved with the cycle ride 
because it will give me something 
constructive to do during the holidays 
between taking my exams and going to 
University. It will also give me the 
opportunity to get to know more about 
Toc H as I have only had a recent 
involvement with the Movement, 
belonging to the college Toc H Group. 


Lucie Scott 
18 — Student 
Northants 


from Wellingborough. 


I have only very recently become 
involved with Toc H and this was by 
moving into the Community House in 
Wellingborough. I wanted to get involved 
with the cycle ride because it would bea 
good way for me to meet other people in 
Toc H as I had never heard of it before. 
It will also put my long summer holiday 
to good use and be a lot of fun. 


Sarah Last 


20 — LTV from Wellingborough, 
Northants 


It is only since becoming an LTV that I 
have become involved with Toc H and it 
has introduced me to a real experience 
which I am thoroughly enjoying, 
becoming involved with many sides of the 
Movement from Action Groups to 
Community Houses. Anything that is 
different and challenging and is aiming to 
perpetuate the Movement is hard to 
resist. If we not only raise money but 
manage to bring new people into Toc H 
then all the pedalling will be well worth it. 
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